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TEMECULA 


COURTESY OF BREANA RODRIGUEZ 


Temecula resident Kevin Rodriguez 
died at a hospital after he was 
stabbed in a Walmart parking lot. 


Road rage 
believed 
behind fatal 
stabbing 


One man is accused of 
voluntary manslaughter 
in parking lot mayhem 


By Suzanne Hurt 

and Stephen Ramirez 
shurt@scng.com 

and stramirez@scng.com 
@SuzanneHurt on Twitter 


Family and friends on Thurs- 
day were mourning the loss of a 
Temecula teen who was a cliff- 
jumping rising social media star 
with a new job and a promising 
life ahead of him when he was 
stabbed to death in a Walmart 
parking lot. 

Kevin Rodriguez, 19, and his 
girlfriend, Jensen Carleton, 18, 
were driving to Walmart in Tem- 
ecula around noon Wednesday 
for groceries on their way to cele- 
brate his father’s birthday when a 
road rage incident turned deadly. 

Temecula resident James Beck- 
ham Fortney, 40, was arrested 
on suspicion of voluntary man- 
slaughter after a dispute between 
the two men continued into the 
Walmart parking lot at 32225 
Temecula Parkway, the Riverside 
County Sheriff's Department said. 

He is accused of stabbing Ro- 
driguez in the heart after follow- 
ing him into the lot. Fortney re- 
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BAY AREA 


Undocumented 
man acquitted 
of killing woman 


shot on pier 


2015 case sparked 
national debate over 
illegal immigration 


By Angela Ruggiero 
Bay Area News Group 


SAN FRANCISCO » In a stunning 
verdict sure to reignite a national 
firestorm over illegal immigra- 
tion, a San Fran- 
cisco jury on 
Thursday found 
an undocumented 
immigrant not 
guilty in the shoot- 
ing death of Kate 
Steinle two years 
ago on a San Fran- 
cisco pier. 

The jury, which 
included three immigrants, found 
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, 54, guilty 
of being a felon in possession of a 
firearm, but after nearly a week of 
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Garcia Zarate 


POLITICS 


PECHANGA, GOVERNMENT SIGN 


GROUNDWATER AGREEMENT 


Pact finalizes resolution to longstanding dispute, 
guarantees tribal access to regional aquifer 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


The Pechanga Band of Luisefio 
Indians and the federal govern- 
ment have finalized an agree- 
ment that protects the tribe’s ac- 
cess to regional groundwater, 
gives the tribe more than $30 
million for water infrastructure 


and settles a longstanding water 
rights dispute. 

U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Ryan Zinke, along with Pechanga 
Tribal Chairman Mark Macarro 
and Rancho California Water 
District President Stephen Co- 
rona, signed the Pechanga Wa- 
ter Settlement Agreement on 
Wednesday at a Washington, 
D.C., ceremony. 


Congress approved the settle- 
ment, which was signed into law 
by then-President Barack Obama, 
about a year ago. 

“The Pechanga Band has tire- 
lessly pursued the quantification 
of its water rights and, through 
negotiations, engaged its neigh- 
bors in a multiyear process of 
building mutual trust and un- 
derstanding,” Macarro said in a 
news release. 

“Generations of tribal leaders 
have fought from the courts to 
Capitol Hill to protect this vital 


TRAFFIC 


resource for future generations. 
This settlement agreement ben- 
efits all of the parties by secur- 
ing adequate water supplies for 
the Pechanga Band and its mem- 
bers and encouraging cooper- 
ative water resources manage- 
ment among all of the parties.” 
Also in the release, Zinke said: 
“The federal government has a 
critical responsibility to uphold 
our trust responsibilities, espe- 
cially tribal water rights.” 
“ ... AS a former state sena- 
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A lane of l-10 is closed for Caltrans work Thursday in Colton. Expect more road and bridge repairs in the next few years, officials say. 


Roadway to repairs 


State transportation officials say they’re moving fast to put new gas tax funds to use 


By Imran Ghori 
ighori@scng.com 
@ImranGhoril on Twitter 


Inland drivers who have 
started paying higher gas taxes 
will soon see something for their 
money — about $1 billion worth 
of road, bridge and other repairs. 

That’s the price tag for long- 
needed fixes approved for San 
Bernardino and Riverside coun- 


THREE KEY PROJECTS 


ties, said John Bulinski, director 
of Caltrans District 8, which cov- 
ers both counties. 

Bulinski, who appeared Thurs- 
day with other transportation 
officials at a Caltrans forum in 
Riverside, said the agency will 
be taking a more aggressive ap- 
proach to address maintenance 
needs because of the passage in 
April of SB1, a transportation 
funding bill. 


Inland area freeway work to be paid for by SBlincludes: 


Project: Pavement replacement, shoulder 


and ramp improvements 


Where: I-10 in Riverside County, from 
Highway 177 near Desert Center to near the 


Arizona border 
Cost: $399 million 
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The 12-cent gas tax increase 
went into effect Nov. 1 and is ex- 
pected to raise $5.4 billion over 
the next decade to repair high- 
ways and roads, build new free- 
ways and pay for other transpor- 
tation improvements. 

In the past, Caltrans needed to 
take a more cautious “Band-aid” 
approach to repairs, he said at 
the Riverside Convention Center. 
But the new bill will mean long- 


border to l-15 
Cost: $91.8 million 


Timeline: Construction starts in 2024 


Timeline: Could start in March 2020 
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Project: Pavement replacement 
Where: l-10, from the Los Angeles County 


lasting improvements on a large 
backlog of maintenance projects, 
Bulinski said. 

I-1 in both counties will see 
major pavement repair work 
with four projects covering just 
over 300 miles of freeway lanes. 
Work will start between 2020 
and 2023. 

The biggest of those is a 116- 
mile project in the Riverside 
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Project: Replacement of 63 culverts to 
reduce flooding and improve drainage 


Where: Highway 18, from 48th Street in 
San Bernardino through the mountains to 


Highway 138 


Cost: $11.7 million 
Timeline: Construction starts in December 


2022 


INSIDE 


Economic boost needed? 


The Inland economy needs some help, a new report says. 


The report from the Center for Economic Forecasting and De- 
velopment at UC Riverside’s School of Business, and its experts, 


make some key points: 


Better jobs a must: The region has the worst private-sector 
average wage among the top 50 metropolitan areas in the U.S. 
No big-time games: It’s the only area in the nation’s top 25 
employment centers without a pro sports franchise. 

Who are we?: The Inland area lacks name recognition. And its 
tallest building, the hotel at Morongo Casino in Riverside County, 
is only 27 stories. BUSINESS ON NEWS 14 


TOP 
WORK 
PLACES 


2017 


Nonprofit center is tops 

The Inland Regional Center — site of the 2015 
terrorist attack in San Bernardino — is the best 
place to work among large Inland employers. 
Learn more about this year’s Top Workplaces, 
as named by the Inland News Group, which 
includes The Press-Enterprise. NEWS 7-10 


Aquinas aims to flex its defensive 
muscle in CIF championship game 


INLAND NEWS GROUP 


The Catholic high school in San Bernardino, 
which allowed 99 points all season, 

prepares for a CIF Division 9 title game against 
Ridgecrest Burroughs tonight. SPORTS 6 


WEATHER 


3477/54 


Riverside 


Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
77/47 81/60 65/43 


Full weather forecast » PAGE A13 
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